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Theresa, who was thoroughly versed in statescraft*
at once saw that the old King's death was a catas-
trophe. Louis XVI. had a sort of presentiment of
his own weakness, when on the day of his coronation
he said that the crown tired him. Alas! he shattered
his crown and his sceptre with his own hands, and
the time came when he was obliged to exchange his
diadem for the hideous red cap. A monarch who
renounces his prerogatives descends voluntarily from
his pedestal. It is like what is called in Roman Law
an abdication of civil rights. He who has been mas-
ter cannot become servant.